Welcome to Newport.

Newport is an idealized North American city of about 430,000 souls.  Newport is so ideal, in fact, that the name of the city is generic, as are the names of all of its neighborhoods.  If you lived in Newport you’d find it delightfully specific, but from a slightly more distant view it seems specific only in how perfectly typical it is, especially the way it seems to combine so many common types of urban form in a compact space.

Its exact location is a mystery, but it seems to be on a western or southern coast, and its climate is mild.  It seems to connect a port area to a large interior; if it didn’t, it wouldn’t have such an outsized port, loftily known as the Trade Coast.
Your Map Packet
In the attached Excel workbook are a series of maps of Newport.  Each square cell in this workbook is 500m on a side.  The maps are:

· Water features

· Roads, showing the three types that transit could use: Freeway, Arterial, and Collector.

· Landmarks, including green areas and major attractors such as universities, downtown districts, etc.

· Topography, shaded to indicate elevation.

· Districts.  Common neighborhood names used throughout this introduction.

· Dwellings/Acre.  Not needed as output, but used to derive the Population map.

· Population.  

· Jobs.

· Pedestrian Linkage.  The ratio of walk distances to air distances, an important indicator of how easy it is to walk to transit or to any other local destination.
Navigation in Newport

In 1900, when the decision was made to make Newport a seat of government, surveyors descended on the old fishing village and decided to impose a Cartesian grid system of numbered streets so that everyone would know where they were.  They declared that:

· All north-south roadways would henceforth be called Avenues.

· East-west roadways would be called Streets.

· Streets and Avenues would all be numbered, where each integer increment (e.g. from 6th to 7th) would be 100m
 long.  A kilometre would thus correspond to an increment of 10, say from 10th to 20th.  

· Numbering of Streets would commence from zero at the south tip of Cannery Row.  This corresponds to the southernmost extreme of the city’s developed area, apart from the National University campus.

· Numbering of Avenues would proceed east and west from Central Avenue, which would lie along the eastern edge of the Government Core and also align with the approximate center of the main harbour.  Avenues west of there would be called “10th Avenue West,” etc.  

Today, Newport extends from about 65th Avenue West to about 60th Avenue East, but the densest core areas are around the harbour up to about 70th Street.  Newport legally extends north to 185th Street, but as we’ll see, that’s really well out of the city.
The Neighborhoods and Setting

Newport grew up around Newport Harbor, a small navigable inlet jutting northward from the coast.  The town was founded in 1835 as a fishing village on the southwest side of the harbour – districts now preserved as Cannery Row and Old Town.  With the 1900 decision to locate a seat of state
 government in Newport, a new Government Core was laid out at the northern end of the harbor, with grand buildings on the harbour later backed by high office towers behind.  Since then, various “downtown” functions have filled in the west side of the harbor.  For example, there’s the Arts Bank, curiously like Brisbane’s South Bank, where the main museums, theatres, and concert halls sit side by side in a parklike setting.  There’s a Convention District just west of there, including a big convention center and hotels, and of course there’s a Retail Core which retains Newport’s largest department stores.  

The harbor is framed by high ridges on the southwest and east sides.  Beyond the East Ridge is a more open deep-water bay where the Trade Coast developed in recent decades.   West beyond the west ridge are the exclusive Forest Heights and Forest Cove areas, beyond which lies massive Promontory National Park, which contains all of a large promontory reaching about 20 km southwest of the city into the ocean.

On the north side of the National Park, another small stretch of city coastline includes the pleasant and popular beach town of Sunset Cove.  North of there, the land rises to Sunset Cliffs, a more affluent business district organized around expensive restaurants and clubs whose vast glass windows gaze out at the ocean sunset from 40m-high clifftops.  

In general, the east side of the harbour is slightly poorer, but it’s a culturally rich area where the old blue-collar East Bank district rubs up against the National University, a major research institution situated in a spectacular promontory setting between the harbor and the Trade Coast.  The high East Ridge, which extends north from National U, is packed with dense housing and off-beat commercial appealing to the masses of students, young creatives, etc who are drawn to the area.

As the East Ridge descends in altitude toward the north end, it blends into a saddle that forms the Waterworks and Sportstown districts.  Waterworks is named for old water tower that once occupied this relatively high site, and the 1920s industrial buildings that grew around it.  Today, Waterworks is a centre of creative small businesses inhabiting these grand old buildings in interesting ways.  Sportstown, organized around the Stadium, also includes a range of public athletic facilities and sports-related businesses.

Surrounding downtown on three sides are the West Side, North Side, and East Side, pleasant gridded neighborhoods that began to grow in the 1920s and were mostly built out by 1945, though of course they’ve received intense infill since then.  Downtown has slowly expanded into inner parts of them, while densification has also been encouraged through all the usual methods while retaining a predominance of early 20th century housing styles.

The north end of the North and East sides come under the influence of Grace University, an esteemed private university that is technically Anglican-Episcopal but that welcomes and encourages all faiths.  Grace has only about 4000 students, compared to almost 20,000 at National, so its sphere of influence is more compact, but it still supports lively and interesting neighborhoods on all sides, with high densities resulting from students sharing many of the homes.

Northwest of Grace, the land rises abruptly to The Plateau.  The landform here is a mostly flat expanse extending northward into the distance.  Developed mostly without zoning, the Plateau has been formed largely by obvious market attractions.  Density is low throughout, and trends lower as you go further north.  Affluence is high along the southern and western edges where the views are spectacular, but otherwise the Plateau is a random mixture of development types and lifestyles.  Classic suburban housing tracts can be found interspersed with hobby farms, gradually and unevenly spreading into an area that was formerly ranchland. 

As happened everywhere, freeway builders arrived in Newport around 1960, keen to relieve the city of congestion through massive public works.  

There was little resistance to the 50th East Freeway, which efficiently connected the Trade Coast to a newly expanded airport and largely kept port-related trucking off of the city streets.  

There was also little complaint about the dramatic high arch of the 20th Street Bridge, which flies over Old Town, Cannery Row, and East Bank.  It provided a reasonable travel path between the West Side and East Ridge for the first time; National University was growing fast at this time, and was generating traffic demands that were unmanageable given its difficult site.  

But when work began on the 80th Street Freeway, all hell broke loose.  This freeway was meant to cut through the East Side and North Side just south of Grace.  Eventually, it was supposed to turn south on 25th Avenue West and connect to the 20th Street Bridge.  The last piece was to be a tunnel under East Ridge that would make the freeway a complete loop, connecting back across the Trade Coast to become the 50th East Freeway.  

But the impacted areas were already established and managed an effective revolt.  They killed the northern and western arms, leaving the 80th Street Freeway as a stub ending at 20th Avenue East.  Many Newport residents would have welcomed the other side of the loop, though.  A drive east across the 20th Street Bridge is beautiful, but it deposits you in a perpetual traffic snarl where the wide bridge ends at 20th Avenue East, and a much narrower winding street is your only option for getting on through to the Trade Coast.  Plenty of East Ridgers were keen on a tunnel under the ridge that would get the bridge-to-port traffic off their streets, but this leftist area had been so hostile to freeways everywhere else in the city that the highway department vindictively refused to consider a project that might meet their needs.  

The result is that it’s still really hard to get west from the Trade Coast, even though lots of people need to commute that way.  On balance, though, Newporters accept this difficulty as part of the price of having a strong visual separation between the smelly truck-dominated Trade Coast and Newport’s old neighborhoods.

But the 50th East Freeway was enough to spawn some new neighborhoods.  In particular, some developers from Texas came in and saw gold at the beautiful (to them) new cloverleaf interchange at 80th Street.  They envisioned Commerce City, a large development of car-oriented offices, with small towers looming proudly on all four corners of the interchange.  Conveniently situated minutes from the Trade Coast and the Airport, but with a number of viable commute options from residential parts of the city, Commerce City was the perfect 1970s answer to downtown’s traffic and parking costs.  It has taken off, though now that all the commute routes get congested, it’s less exciting than it used to be.  

Finally, the ever-growing Airport, whose terminal is just off the 50th East Freeway at 140th Street, has spawned the usual satellites of office parks.  These are on a much smaller scale than Commerce City, mostly 1-3 storeys featuring a range of business that rely heavily on aviation.  But there’s also a substantial Factory Outlet Mall, right next to the airport entrance, which gives much of the city a reason to come here.

Newport is fortunate in its green areas.  Promontory National Park attracts visitors from all over the world; wealthy ones stay in Forest Cove, while the backpackers give Sunset Cove much of its vibe.  Smaller promontories dot the edges of the city -- including Dash Point near the hospital, Sunset Park in the west, and others around National University -- make it easy for Newporters to look at a flatline horizon and think deep thoughts.  

The vast coastal wetlands extending for many km east of 60th Ave East give everyone a sense of what the Trade Coast was like before it was filled and dredged in the 1950s.  The Airport has some issues, of course, because their north-south runways route planes right over the wetland area.  The Airport has no choice but to use a range of bird-frightening techniques to discourage those dreaded bird-plane collisions. The obvious offense that this causes to wetland advocates (a big chunk of the population) was mitigated in 1980 by the creation of the vast Bird Refuge just west of the airport, safely away from the north-south flightpaths.  It’s a wonderful place, full of recreational trails as well as vast marshes, but creating it wasn’t that hard.  The whole Refuge is a floodplain anyway, useless for any other purpose.

So anyway, Welcome to Newport.  Are there any questions?
� The Metric system did exist in 1900, but possibly not in the country where Newport lies.  Just more evidence of the farsightedness of these great surveyors, without which Newport would be an overgrown unplanned town where the street map looks like a bad headache.


� or Provincial, or national … 





